
GENDER, SEX AND
GOSSIP IN AMBRIDGE



This page intentionally left blank



GENDER, SEX AND
GOSSIP IN AMBRIDGE:

WOMEN IN THE ARCHERS

Edi ted by

DR CARA COURAGE

DR NICOLA HEADLAM

United Kingdom – North America – Japan – India
Malaysia – China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2019

Copyright © 2019 Emerald Publishing Limited

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, transmitted in any form or by any means electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without
either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence
permitting restricted copying issued in the UK by The Copyright
Licensing Agency and in the USA by The Copyright Clearance
Center. Any opinions expressed in the chapters are those of
the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every effort to ensure the
quality and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no
representation implied or otherwise, as to the chapters’
suitability and application and disclaims any warranties,
express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-78769-948-9 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-78769-945-8 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-78769-947-2 (Epub)



CONTENTS

About the Editors vii

About the Authors ix

Acknowledgements xv

Preface

Nicola Headlam and Cara Courage 1

Section One – Inside Ambridge 9

1. In Conversation with Alison Hindell

Nicola Headlam and Cara Courage 11

2. ‘I’m Not One to Gossip’: Roots, Rumour and Mental

Well-being in Ambridge

Charlotte Connor, aka Charlotte Martin, and Susan Carter,

actor, in BBC Radio 4’s The Archers 21

Section Two – Women’s Talk: Informal Information

Networks that Sustain the Village 35

3. Neighbourhood Watch: Gossip, Power and the

Working-class Matriarch in The Archers

Claire Mortimer 37

4. In Praise of Gossip – Why Tongue-wagging and the

Rumour Mill Are Important in Ambridge

Louise Gillies 49

5. ‘Almost Without Exception They Are Shown in Their

Relation to Men’: Ambridge Women and Their Conversations

Sarah Kate Merry 63

v



6. Foucault, Freda Fry and the Power of Silent Characters

on the Radio

Rebecca Wood 77

Section Three – Gendered Expectations: Within the Home 87

7. ‘This Isn’t About Curry, Alistair’: Shula Hebden Lloyd

and Iris Murdoch on Love

Hannah Marije Altorf 89

8. Oh Baby! Unplanned Pregnancy and A Woman’s Right to

Choose

Carolynne Henshaw 101

9. Women’s Work?: Civil Society Networks for Social

Stability or Social Change in Ambridge

Nicola Headlam 115

10. Strong or Silenced? The Under-representation of Mental

Health Problems in Ambridge’s Women

Elizabeth Campion 131

Section Four – Gendered Expectations: Beyond the Home 141

11. ‘What Would the Neighbours Say?’: Gender and

Sexuality Diversity in The Archers

William Pitt 143

12. Ambridge: Keeping the Pipeline of UK Female Scientists

Flowing

Jane Turner and Clare Warren 153

13. I Am Woman Hear Me Roar – And Now Watch Me

Play Cricket

Katharine Hoskyn 167

14. Sow’s Ears and Silk Purses: Upcycling and The Archers

Madeleine Lefebvre 179

Index of Ambridge Residents 193

Index 197

vi Contents



ABOUT THE EDITORS

Dr Cara Courage

Dr Cara Courage is Head of Tate Exchange, UK, the Tate’s
platform dedicated to socially engaged art, and an arts, society
and place curator, researcher, writer and practitioner. Cara
has a 20-year career in the arts, specialising in arts in the
public realm and public engagement with the built environ-
ment, active across all art forms in this and working as a
consultant and project manager for public and private initia-
tives, as well as having her own placemaking practice. As well
as co-editing two volumes of Academic Archers books (2016
& 2017) Cara is author of Arts in Place: The Arts, the Urban
and Social Practice (2017) and the co-editor of Creative Pla-
cemaking: Research, Theory and Practice (2018).

Dr Nicola Headlam

Dr Nicola Headlam is the Head of the Northern Powerhouse
within the Cities and Local Growth Unit and is on secondment
from her research fellowship at The University of Oxford.
Prior to that she spent several years as the Urban Trans-
formations and Foresight Future of Cities Knowledge
Exchange Research Fellow funded by the ESRC. She is pri-
marily interested in knowledge mobilisation for urban

vi i



transformations. She has worked for 20 years on issues
relating to the translation of research into policy and is an
adaptable urbanist, media commentator and author. Her
expertise is in comparative city governance, economic devel-
opment, regeneration and urban policy and the networks that
enable human flourishing, including the role of public agencies
in place, specifically sub-national spatial and urban policy,
and the role of leadership and partnerships. Nicola is
passionate about the role of universities in public policy and
practice and is a founding member of the Urbanista UK
network for women involved in positive urban change.

She goes to Ambridge every evening to escape all that.

vi i i About the Editors



ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Hannah Marije Altorf

Hannah Marije Altorf is a Reader in philosophy at St. Mary’s
University, Strawberry Hill, London, where she was pro-
gramme director for eight years. She has written on the phil-
osophical work of Iris Murdoch and on different forms of
philosophical dialogue. Together with Mariëtte Willemsen she
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