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Rt Hon Helen Clark

Foreword to Handbook on Crime, Justice and Sustainable Development

The Handbook on Crime, Justice and Sustainable Development presents critical
thinking about the bold and visionary agenda embodied in the United Nations
(UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and how it relates to issues of
crime and justice. It examines a range of global challenges which current and
future generations must tackle to improve the quality of individual lives and the
health of communities and to sustain our planet’s ecosystems. It emphasises the
importance of international solidarity. The contributions, varied in focus and
scope, emphasise the need for tolerance, mutual understanding, inclusion and
responsiveness. These values sit at the heart of the SDGs.

It is 48 years since the landmark 1972 United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment in Stockholm recognised the importance of holistic
approaches to human development and environmental protection. The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by the UN General Assembly in
September 2015, recognises not only the progress made but also the dire state of
the global commons and of other aspects of life on our planet.

We face major challenges ranging from those of multidimensional poverty to
gender and other inequalities and gender-based violence, pandemics, corruption,
organised crime, exploitation of migrants and ecosystem degradation, including
climate change. Addressing these challenges has become harder as the world
grapples with the COVID-19 pandemic which has become a full-blown global
health, economic and social crisis.

The 2030 Agenda is comprised of 17 SDGs and 169 targets. Taken together,
they establish a universal framework for the realisation of human rights, human
development and environmental sustainability. This handbook contains contri-
butions from academics, practitioners and policy stakeholders who bring diverse
and interdisciplinary perspectives to their examination and issues of justice and
crime in the context of the SDGs.

Throughout my career in public life at the national and global levels, my aim
has been to contribute to building sustainable, equitable and just societies. My
role as, first, Prime Minister of New Zealand and then as United Nations
Development Programme Administrator exposed me to the challenges faced by
countries around the world as they endeavour to achieve sustainable develop-
ment. I continue to advocate for tackling long-standing and multidimensional
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challenges such as gender inequality, poverty and environmental degradation.
Dimensions of these issues are explored and illustrated by evidence-based research
in this book.

Acknowledging new challenges while continuing to address known problems
Poverty, marginalisation, discrimination and unequal access to justice, climate
change, biodiversity loss and pollution impact adversely on people’s lives around
the world. They obstruct variously access to adequate income shelter, education
and health services for all. We must reexamine how we address old challenges and
tackle new ones in order to move forward. Doing so requires continued invest-
ment in gathering evidence and in good public policy design and implementation
which supports all countries to build their capacity for action for sustainable
development.

An area of particular concern is the risk of victimisation, which is unevenly
distributed across groups in societies. In 2017, the International Labour Orga-
nization reported that more than 40 million people are still subjected to modern
slavery, 71% of whom are women and girls. This grave human rights violation is
exacerbated by poverty, cultural discrimination and a lack of access to legal and
social justice. The complexity of these issues, their drivers and the need for evi-
dence-based policy responses to them are tackled in several chapters in the
Handbook.

Violence against girls and women is a pernicious blight on the realisation of
their rights and on their ability to reach their full potential. The Handbook
examines the policy challenges of addressing the high prevalence of violence
against women globally and the prevalence of violence in other settings. Intimate
partner violence continues to pose a significant threat to the health, well-being
and safety of women and children worldwide.

The Handbook also examines the consequences of climate change as it relates
to the UN’s sustainable development agenda. Climate change exacerbates existing
vulnerabilities, including those of the poorest peoples and countries who have
played no part in causing it. The case for action to adapt to and mitigate climate
change is clear and is elaborated on in this book.

The SDGs range across the many challenges facing our world. It is crucial that
countries are held accountable to the broad commitments they made when
agreeing to the SDGs, including to building secure and peaceful communities
which uphold fundamental principles of justice, fairness and equality. Justice
systems and their capacity to uphold human rights and act against discrimination
need to be improved as part of that endeavour. Gender inequality remains
pervasive. Indigenous people continue to be marginalised in many societies.
Whole communities suffer disadvantage due to ethnicity and/or faith discrimi-
nation. To be LGBTIQ in many societies is to face repression, imprisonment and
even death.

A call to action

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development can be a rallying cry to all nations
to realise the vision of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It is
important to reaffirm that vision and to act against inequality and discrimination
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at the global, national and local levels. Furthermore, the overlapping nature of
these issues suggests that addressing inequality and promoting social and envi-
ronmental justice must also provide the basis for sustainable peace and citizen
security in our communities.

The focus of the Handbook is on how crime, violence, exploitation and cor-
ruption come together to constitute significant challenges to human development
and environmental sustainability. The pursuit of security and development should
not come at the expense of human rights or social justice.

All societies face challenges in meeting the SDGs. Collaboration between the
widest possible range of stakeholders is needed. As countries are increasingly
interconnected through trade, migration and information and communications
technologies, it is no surprise that policy decisions in one place can have sub-
stantial impacts elsewhere. This presents both opportunities and challenges.

The 2030 Agenda requires us to think holistically about ‘development’. That is
vital for ensuring the health and well-being of people and our planet. The issues
highlighted in this Handbook help us to better understand the steps which could
be taken to implement the 2030 Agenda and achieve society-wide transformation
for sustainable development.

There is a role for the academic community at large to play in advancing the
2030 Agenda. Universities can leverage their strengths in and capacity for cross-
disciplinary research and teaching. Academics can help build the evidence base
needed to inform sustainable development, as they have through their contribu-
tions to this book.

Research also contributes to achieving accountability, which is central to
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Progress on the Agenda should continue to
be monitored to inform the development of future national progress reports,
national indicators, measurement and evaluation. The Handbook highlights the
links between the nature of governance and economic, social and environmental
policies.

The challenges our world faces are daunting, but we can’t walk away from
them. The 2030 Agenda’s vision of a world without poverty and conflict, where
no one is left behind and where we achieve progress within nature’s boundaries is
compelling. The contributions to the Handbook contribute to our understanding
of both the challenges and the solutions. I commend this publication to readers.



This page intentionally left blank



Acknowledgements

We are grateful to the contributors and colleagues who helped us review the
chapters in this volume. We would also like to thank the team at Emerald for their
enthusiastic support for this project and Ariel Yap and Meg Randolph who
provided research and editorial assistance.



	The Emerald Handbook of Crime, Justice and Sustainable Development
	The Emerald Handbook of Crime, Justice and Sustainable Development
	Copyright
	Table of Contents
	List of Figures and Tables
	List of Abbreviations
	About the Contributors
	Foreword
	Acknowledgements



